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AN OIIDINAN(]II OF''THI!'I'OWN COT]NCIT- OF'I'IIE
TOWN OF I,A PAZ,INDIANA, PII.OHTI}I'I'IN(} TTIIi

I)TSCI{AI{(;F] OF- A F'IIIEARMS WI'TIIIN TIIE'TOWN
LIMI'I'S

WIII-.RI:AS. thc1-orvn o1'l-a Paz. lndiana (hcrcinafier "'T'cru,n") is entrusted u'ith ensr-rring

pcilcc ancl sal-et-v within the J'orvn Iimits fbr the benef-rt o1- thc rcsiclenls and visitors o1'tl-re 'lown

of [.a Paz: and

WIIEIUTAS. thc 'l'ourr Council (hcrcinalicr "'['ou''n Cor"rncil") ol- the J'olm of L,a Paz.

Incliana hars been notilled by, residents that residents or their visitors havc clischarged flrearms
u,ithin the tou'n lirnits: and

'l'ou,r-r Courncil acknowledges that it is prohibited by Indiana Code 35-47-

1) llrcarms. ammunition. and f ircarms acccssories;
2) the ou,nership. posscssion. carrying. transportation,

rcgistration. transf'er. and storage ol t'ireartns. ammunition. and

firearm acccssorics: and

3) comlrerce in and taxation o1'lrrearms. llrcarrn ammunition.
and lrrcarm accessories.

WI IIll{lrAS. the 'l'ou,r'r Council l-ras thc ar,rthority to re gulatc concluct. or use or posscssion of
propcrt)'thal might cnclanger pLrblic health. saf-ctv. or wclf'arc. according to Indiar.ra Code 36-8-2-4.

WIllllilr,.\S. tl-rc'[own ('ouncil believcs it is in the best intcrcsts ol'the residents and visitors
o1'tl"rc'l'ow'n to rcgLrlartc the firing or clischargc ol'fir'earrms and explosivcs.

NOW.'l'lllrt{F.FOI{tr. Illr ll'OttDAINLlD AND I'.NACTtiD b-v the I-own Council of the
'l'ou'n ol'l,ar Paz. lr"rdiana as fbllorvs:

\ltlllrRIrAS. thc
crplosir,'cs within thc to\\lr

WIIIjREAS. thc
I 1 .l -2 fion-r regulatin-q:

Scction
hrdiana,

Irirearm:

'l oun Council believes it is necessiu-'r,'to rcgtrlatc thc dischargc of fireeums and other

lirnits to avoicl tl-re risk ol'serious and latal injLuy 1,i well es darnage to property: and

I)cllnitions. For thc purposcs ol' the 'l'owtt Codc ot'thc 'l-ou,n of La I'az.

anv \\ieapor-r capabtc of expelling. is designcd to expel. or rrlay bc readily
convcrtcd to cxpcl a pro.iectile by mcans ol'cxplosion. 'I'his clcllnil.ion shall

inc:lr-rdc" handgr"urs. machinc guns, riflcs. shotguns. nnd all other weapons as

clcflncd b1' Indiana Code or othcr applicablc statc or f'edcral lar,r's.

ar-r cxplosir"e. inccnciiar). L)r ()\'crprcssurc dcvicc that is conligurcd as:

a bonrb. a grenade. ii lockct uith a propcllant chargc o1'l-nore than tour (4)
olnrccs. a missile having an cxplosivc or incendiarl, chargc ol'more than one-
quarter ( % ) or,rncc. a minc: a Molotov cocktail. or an)' device that is
substantialll, similar to an itern dcscribed abovc. 'l'his dcllnition shall not
ir-rclucle a dc'n'icc that is rcclesigned fbr usc as a signaliug, pvrotcchnic. line
tl-rror,ving. saf-ct1'. or sinrilar device or an),' surplus rnilitarl' ordnancc sold.

f.xp los ivc:



loanccl. or given b1,ar-rthoritl,of the appropriate ol-tlcial of-thc United States
I)cpartment of I )e f-ense.

Scctior.r 2. I)ischarging l:irearms andliplgilf5. It shall bc r,rnlarvlul lor any person to
shoot. flre. or discharge any llrcarm with in the rnunicipal boundaries of thc 1-own ol La Paz,

lunle ss cxcmptccl as dcscribcd hcrcin.

Section 3. Exemptions. -fhis ordinance shall not pr:ohibit thc discharge of lirearms by
ccltain cxcmptcd pcrsons. namciy:

l. Any' lcgally appoinlcd local. state. or f-ederal law cnfcrrccmcnt olficer acting
w'ithin thc capacitr,of his or hcr ar"rthorizcd duty.

2. An1' pcrson. w'ho is lcgalll' autl-rorized ancl licenscd to own and possess a
llrcarm. is acting in scll--dc1cr-rsc. the del-ense ol'thcir dcpcndcnts, or the de lcnse
ol'a lcllou pcrson or pcrsons. as dcllnccl b1'the Statc ol-lr"rdiana.

3. Ar-rv clull, liccnsccl huntcr. sr-rb.jcct to cornpliancc'uvith all local ancl state larvs.

ordinanccs. and rcgulations and u,ith thc pcrrnissior-r ol'the property ou,ner of
the land r-rscd lbr l-runting.

-+. Any person discharging a \\rcapon at a larvlulll' opcratccl shooting rangc. skeet
r.rngc. or gun club.

5. Anv pcrson who clischauge a \veapon lor ti-rc purpose of delenciing themselves,
another pcrson or pcrsons. or iin animal or animals against another anin"ral.

6. Any person discharging a rvcapon fbr the purposc of ending the lif'c of an

injr-rred or sick anir-na1.

l. '['his ordinar.rce sl'rall not bc construed to re strict or otherw'ise prohibit the iegal
passion. purchasc. or rrse ol llrearms in accordancc 

"vith 
applicable statutes of

t1-rc State o1- Inchana. thc Incliana Constitr-rtior-r. and thc []nitcd States

Constitr-rtion.

Section 4. Restriction on Regr-rlatior-r. 'l'his ordinance on1-v rcgulates the firing or
discharging o1'u,capons u,ith thc municipal bounclarics o1'thc 'lou,n o1' I-a Paz. Indiana, and shail

not be construccl to rcgulatc or otheru,ise rcstrict thc lbllor.l,ing:

I . Irrcurnrs. lrnrnrunititrrr. r.trtd Illearrtts acccssorics:

2. thc owncrsirip. possession. czrrr.ving, transportation. rcgistration, translbr, and

storagc o1'llrcarms" aulmunition. and llrcumt acccssrrrics. or

3. comlncrcc in aud taxation ol' fircarnrs. llrearm amrnunition. and llrearm
acccsS()ri cs.

Scction 5. Violations. ,\nv violation ol'this orclinzrncc shall rcsLrlt in tl-re 1b1lou,inB

pcnaltics.
1 . Irirst Ol't'e nse: .$ I 00.00
2. Second Ollerrsc: 5250.00
3. 'l'hird OII-cnsc: S500.00

Anl,r,iolation o1'this ordinancc occurring in thc samc calendar year as a prior
of'f cnsc shall hc corrsiclered a subscclltcnt oll'ense.

Scction 6. Scverabilit)'. 11'any section, clausc. provisior-r, or portion ol'this ordinance shall
bc hcld to bc invalid. unconstitutional, or othcru''ise unenlbrccablc b.v any C)ourt olcompetent
jurisdiction. slrch dccisior-r shall not aftcct anv otirer section. cliluse, pror.'isiot't. or portion of this



ordinancc.

Section 7 frll!g!,/qtf$!. 'l'his ordinancc shall takc cfl-cct imrnediately and be in full lbrce
ancl cllect liorT and altcr its passagc ancl adoption by thc1'orvn Council of theTown ol'l,aPaz.
lndiana. and purblicalion in conlbrr.nancc witl-r applicablc law.

PASSITD ANI) AI)OI'}'I'HI) bv thc'l-or,r-n Clouncil ol'the-l'ou'n o1'l.a l)az. Indiana this 9th
da_v of July, 2020.
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