
ORDTNANCE NO. 2oo7 -4L
AN ORDINANCE reguloting the construction, olterotion, equipment, use, occuponcy,
ond locotion of buildings ond structures in the Town of LoPoz, lndiono; incorporoting
by reference building rules, codes ond stondords required to be enforced under lC
36-7-2-9; providing for the issuonce of permits; inspections, ond penolties for violotions.

All ordinonces or ports of ordinonces in conflicl with the provisions of this ordinonce
ore hereby repeoled.

BE lT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of LoPoz, Morsholl Couniy, lndiono
os follows:

ARTICTE I. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 1. TITLE. This ordinonce ond oll moteriol included herein by reference sholl
be known os the "Building Code of LoPoz, lndiono."

SECTION 2. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinonce is to proteci the life, public sofety,
heolth ond generol welfore of the citizens of the Town of LoPoz, lndiono, ond sholl be
consirued in such q monner to effectuote this purpose.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS. Unless otherwise cleorly indicoted by its context, the words
ond terms defined in this section sholl hove the specified meonings.

l. "Building Commissioner", qs used in this ordinonce, meons the Building
Commissioner of Morsholl County. lndiono ond includes individuols employed by
the Building Deportment thoi ore outhorized to represent the Morsholl County
Building Commissioner.

2. "Closs I structure", pursuoni to lC 22-12-1-4, hos the following definition:
(o) "Closs I structure" meons ony pori of the following:

(l ) A building or structure thqt is intended to be or is occupied or otherwise used
in ony port by ony of the following:
(A)The public.
(B) Three (3) or more tenonts.
(C)One (1) or more persons who oct os the employees of onother.

{2) A site improvement offecting occess by persons with physicol disobilities to o
building or structure described in subdivision (1).

(3) Any closs of buildings or structures thot the commission determines by rules to
offect o building or structure described in subdivision (1), except buildings or
structures described in subsections (c) through (e).

(b) Subsection (o) (l ) includes o struciure thot contoins three (3) or more
condominium units (os defined in lC 32-25-2-9) or oiher uniis ihot:
(1) ore intended fo be or ore used or leosed by the owner of the unit; ond
(2) ore not completely seporoted from eoch other by on unimproved spoce.

(c) Subsection (o) (l) does noi include o building or structure thot:



is intended to be or is used only for on ogriculturol purpose on the lond where
it is locoted; ond
is not used for retoil trode or is o stqnd used for retoil soles of form produce for

eight (8) or less consecutive months in o colendor yeor.
(d) Subsection (o) (l ) does not include o Closs 2 structure.
(e) Subsection (o) (1) does noi include o vehiculor bridge.
(f) Pursuont to lC 22-12-1-24, structure includes swimming pool.

3. "Closs 2 structure", pursuont to lC 22-12-1-5, hos the following definition:
(o) "Closs 2 structure" meqns ony port of the following:

(l)A building orstructure thot is intended to contoin orcontoins only one (1)

dwelling unit or two (2) dwelling units unless ony pori of the building or

structure is regulorly used os o Closs I structure.
(2) An outbuilding for o structure described in subdivision (1), such os o goroge,

born, or fomily swimming pool, unless ony port of the outbuilding is regulorly
used os o Closs I structure.

(b) Subsection (o) does not include o vehiculor bridge.
(c) Pursuont to lC 22-12-1-24, slruclure includes swimming pool.

4. "Construction", pursuont to lC 22-12-1-7, meons ony of the following:
(o) Fobricotion of ony port of on indusiriolized building system or mobile structure

for use of onother site.
(b) Erection or ossembly of ony port of o Closs I or Closs 2 structure of the site

where it will be used.
(c) lnstollotion of ony port of the permonent heoting, ventiloting, oir conditioning,

electricql, plumbing, sonitory, emergency detection, emergency
communicotion, or fire or explosion suppression systems for o Closs I or Closs 2

structure of the site where it will be used.
(d) Work undertoken to olter, remodel, rehobilitote, or odd to ony port of o Closs I

or Closs 2 structure.
(e) Work undertoken to relocote ony port of o Closs I or Closs 2 structure, except o

mobile structure.

"lndustriolized building system", pursuont to lC 22-12-1-'14, meons ony port of o
building or other structure thot is in whole or in substontiol port fobricoted in on off-
site monufocturing focility for instollotion or ossembly of the building site os port of
o Closs I structure, o Closs 2 structure, or qnother building or structure. However,
the term does not include o mobile structure or o system ihot is copoble of
inspection of the building siie.

"Monufoctured home", pursuont to lC 22-12-1-15, hos the meoning set forlh in 42

U.S.C. 5402 os it existed on Jonuory l, 1984. This definition is os follows:
"Monufoctured home" meons o structure, tronsportoble in one or more sections,
which, in the troveling mode, is eight body feet or more in width or forty body feet
or more in length, or, when erected on site, is three hundred twenty or more
squore feet, ond which is built on o permonent chossis ond designed io be used
os o dwelling with or without o permonent foundotion when connected to the
required utilities, ond includes the plumbing, heoting, oir-conditioning, ond

(r)

(2)

5.

6.



electricol systems contoined therein; except thot such term sholl include ony
structure which meets oll the requirements of this porogroph excepi the size

requirements ond with respect to which the monufocturer voluntorily files o
certificotion required by the Secretory of Housing ond Urbon Development ond
complies with the stondords esioblished under lhis 42 U.S.C. 5402.

7 . "Mobile structure", pursuoni lo lC 22-12-1-17 , hos the following definition:
(o) "Mobile structure", meqns ony port of o fobricoted unit thot is designed to be:

(1) towed on its own chossis; ond
(2) connected to utilities for yeor-round occuponcy or use os o Closs I structure.

o Closs 2 structure, or onother structure.
(b) The term includes the following:

(l ) Two (2) or more components thqt con be retrocted for towing purposes ond
subsequently exponded for odditionol copocity.

(2) Two (2) or more units thot ore seporotely towoble but designed to be joined

inio one (1) integrol unit.

8. "Person", pursuont to lC 22-12-1-'18, meons on individuol, corporoiion, limiied
liobility compony, portnership, unincorporoted ossociotion, or governmentol entity.

g. "struciure" meons boih Closs I ond Closs 2 structures, unless specificolly stoted
otherwise.

10. "Vehiculor bridge", pursuont to lC 22-12-1-26, meons ony bridge thot is neither:
(o) o pedestrion wolkwoy; nor
(b) o possogewoy for light vehicles;
suspended between two (2) or more ports of o building or between two (2) or
more buildings.

SECTION 4. SCOPE.

1. All consiruction shqll be occomplished in complionce with the provisions of this

Building Ordinonce.

2. Pursuont to lC 22-13-2-6, this Building Ordinonce sholl not opply to industriolized
building systems or mobile structures certified under lC 22-15-4; however, the
provisions of this Building Ordinonce ond the rules promulgoted by the Fire

Prevention ond Building Sofety Commission do opply to ony construction reloted
to qn industriolized building system or mobile structure not certified under lC 22-15-
4.

3. Pursuont to IC 22-13-2-9, this Building Ordinonce is not opplicoble io reguloted
omusemeni devices, reguloted boilers, reguloted pressure vessels, or reguloted
lifting devices.

SECTION 5. AUTHORITY. The Building Commissioner is hereby outhorized ond directed
to odminister ond enforce the following:



i.

2.

All of the provisions of this Building Ordinonce.

Vorionces gronted in occordonce with lC 22-13-2-1 1 .

3. Orders issued under lC 22-12-7.

SECTION 6. SEVERABILITY. Should ony provision (section, clouse, phrose, word, or ony
other poriion) of this ordinonce be declored by o court of competent jurisdiction to
be involid for ony reoson, the remoining provisions sholl not be offected, if ond only if
such remoining provisions con, without the involid provision or provisions be given ihe
effect intended in odopting this ordinonce. To this end, the provisions of this

ordinonce ore severoble.

SECTTON 7. EFFECT OF ADOPTION ON PRIOR ORDINANCE. The expressed or implied
repeol of qmendment by this ordinonce of ony other ordinonce or port of ony other
ordinonce does not offect ony rights or liobilities occrued, penolties incuned, or
proceedings begun prior to the effective dote of this ordinonce. These rights,
liobilities, ond other proceedings ore continued ond penolties sholl be imposed ond
enforced under the repeoled or omended ordinonce os if this ordinqnce hod not
been odopted.

ARTICLE II. BUITDING PERMITS

SECTION 8. BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED. Construction is prohibited unless in conformity
with o volid building permii obtoined from the Building Commissioner prior to
commencement of construction.

SECTION 9. APPTICATION FOR BUITDING PERMIT.

l. Any person required to hove o building permit sholl submit o complete opplicotion
to the Building Commissioner.

2. This opplicotion sholl be submitied on o form prepored by the Building
Commissioner, ond sholl contoin the following:
(o) lnformoiion thot the Building Commissioner determines to be necessory to

locote ond contoct the opplicont.
(b) A cleor ond understondoble copy of detoiled plons ond specificotions drown

to scole which indicote in o precise monner the noture ond locoiion of oll work
to be occomplished.

(c) A plot plon drown to scole; provided, however, such plot plon sholl not be
required in the inslonce where oll such construction is to occur entirely wiihin
on existing siructure. This ploi plon sholl reflect fhe locotion of the structure in
relotion to existing property lines ond show streets, curbs ond sidewolks ond
proposed chonges or odditions to such streets, curbs ond sidewolks.

(d) lf required by lndiono low or ony rule of the Fire Prevention ond Building Sofety
Commission, o copy of o Design Releose for the work to be done thot hos
been issued by the Stqte Building Commissioner ond the Stote Fire Morshol
pursuoni to lC 22-15-3.



(e) Any odditionol informotion thot the Building Commissioner finds to be
necessory to deiermine thot the construction will conform to oll opplicoble
building lows ond will not violote ony other opplicoble ordinonces or lows.

(f) The fee estoblished by the Morsholl County Building Deportment.

2. Applicotion for o building permit sholl be mode by the person entitled to obtoin
the permii or by on employee or ogent of thot person. The Building Commissioner
moy require thot such on employee or ogent provide written outhority to opply for
o permit.

SECTION I0. ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMIT. The Building Commissioner sholl lssue o
building permit to o person ofter the person hos submitted o complete opplicotion,
including ony opplicoble fee, provided thot the proposed consiruciion will conform
to oll opplicoble building lows ond will not violote ony other opplicoble ordinonces or
lows.

SECTION 11. CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY. No certificote of occuponcy for ony
building or structure shqll be issued unless such building or structure wos consfructed in
complionce with the provisions of this Building Ordinonce. lt sholl be unlowful to
occupy ony such building or structure unless o full, portiol, or temporory certificote of
occuponcy hos been issued by the Building Commissioner.

ARTICLE III. INVESTIGATIONS AND INSPECTIONS OI CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES

SECTION 12. GENERAL AUTHORITY TO MAKE INSPECTIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS.

l. All construction sholl be subject to periodic inspections by the Building
Commissioner irrespective of wheiher o building permit hos been or is required to
be obtoined.

2. The Building Commissioner moy of ony reosonqble time go in, upon, qround or
qbout the premises where ony structure subject to the provisions of this Building
Ordinonce or to the rules of the Fire Prevention ond Building Sofety Commission is

locqted for the purposes of inspection ond investigotion of such structure. Such
inspection ond investigotion moy be mode before ond/or qfter construction on
the project is completed for the purposes of determining whether the structure
meeis building stondords ond procedures, ond oscertoining whether the
construction ond procedures hove been occomplished in o mqnner consistent
with this Building Ordinonce ond the rules of the Fire Prevention ond Building Sofeiy
Commission.

SECTION 13. INSPECTIONS BY FIRE DEPARTII^ENT. The Building Commissioner ond the Fire
Deportment shqll work cooperotively to conduct inspections ond investigotions to
promote complionce with fire sofety lows (The Fire Deportment hos lndependent
outhority to conduct inspections ond toke enforcemeni octions under lC 36-8-,l7).

ARTICLE IV. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES



SECTION I4. WITHHOTD ISSUANCE OF PERMITS.

l. Whenever o person which is either on opplicont for o building permit or on
obtoiner of o building permit owes fees (including checks returned for insufficient
funds, permit fees, or inspection fees) to the Building Commissioner the Building
Commissioner moy wiihhold the issuonce of subsequently requested permits until
such time thot the debt is sotisfied.

2. Whenever o person opplies for o building permit for o structure thot is not being
used or consiructed in conformonce with opplicoble provisions of on opplicoble
zoning ordinonce or other ordinonce reloting to lond use, the Building
Commissioner is outhorized to withhold ihe issuonce of requested permits until such
time thot the property is brought into conformonce with opplicoble ordinonces.

SECTION I5. PERMIT REVOCATION.

The Building Commissioner moy revoke o building permit when ony of the following
ore opplicoble:

I. The opplicotion, plons or supporting documents contoin o folse stotemeni or
misrepresentqtion os to o moteriol foct.

2. The opplicotion, plons or supporting documents refleci o lock of complionce with
building stondords ond procedures.

3. There is foilure to comply with the Building Ordinonce.

4. The structure for which the building permit hos been issued is not being used or
constructed in conformonce with qn opplicoble zoning ordinonce or oiher
ordinonce reloting to lond use.

SECTION 16. STOP.WORK ORDER.

l. The Building Commissioner moy issue on order requiring suspension of the pertinent
construction (stop-work order) in occordonce with this seciion.

2. The stop work order sholl:
(q) Be in writing.
(b) Stote with specificity the construction to which it is opplicoble ond the reoson for

its issuonce.
(c) Be posted on the property in o conspicuous ploce.
(d) lf procticoble, be given io:

(A)Ihe person doing the construction; ond
(B) To the owner of the property or the owner's ogent.

(e) Ihe stop-work order sholl stote the conditions under which construction moy be
resumed.



3. The Building Commissioner moy issue o stop-work order if:
(o) Conskutiion is proceeding in on unsofe monner, including, but not limited to. in

violotion of ony stondord set forth in this Building Ordinonce or ony stote low
pertoining to sofety during construction'

(b) Construction is occurring in violotion of this Building Ordinonce or in such o
monner ihot if consiruction is ollowed to proceed, there is o reosonoble
probobility thot it will be substontiolly difficult to correct the violotion.

(c) Construction for which o building permit is required is proceeding without o
building permit being in force.

4. The issuonce of o stop-work order sholl in no woy limit the operotion of penoliies
provided elsewhere in this Building Ordinonce.

sEcTloN 17. clvll AcTloN.

pursuoni to lC 36-1-6-4, the Town moy initiote o civil oction in o court of competent
jurisdiction to restroin ony person from violoting o provision of this Building Ordinonce.

SECTION I8. MONETARY PENALTY.

Any person violoting ony provision of this Building Ordinonce moy be subject to o fine in
qny sum not exceeding two thousond five hundred dollors ($2,500). The ossessment of
o monetory penolty sholl in no woy limit the operotion of the penolties provided
elsewhere in ihis Building Ordinonce.

SECTTON 19. RIGHT OF APPEAL. Any person oggrieved by on order issued under ihis

Building Ordinonce sholl hove the right to petition for review of ony order of the
Building Commissioner. Such o person moy file o petition using eiiher, or both, of the
following procedures:

I. Appeolto the Fire Prevenlion qnd Building Sofety Commission.

(o) A person oggrieved by on order issued under this Building Ordinonce moy
oppeol to the Fire Preveniion ond Building Sofety Commission, in occordonce
wiih lC 22-13-2-7.

(b) The Commission moy modify or reverse ony order issued by the Building
Commissioner thot covers o subject governed by lC 22-12,|C 22-13, lC 22-14,|C
22-15, o fire sofety, or o building rule.

(c) The Fire Prevention ond Building Sofety Commission must review orders thot
concern o Closs 2 Structure if ihe person oggrieved by the order petitions for
review under lC 4-21.5-3-7 within thirty (30) doys ofter the issuonce of the order.

(d)The Fire Prevention ond Building Sofety Commission moy review oll other orders
issued under this Building Ordinonce.

(e) The review of on order by the Fire Prevention ond Building Sofety Commission
does not suspend the running of the time period under ony stotuie in which o
person must petition o court for judiciol review of the order.

2. Appeolto qn Estoblished Locql Administrqtive Body or Coud.



tf, pursuont to tC 36-1-6-9, the Town hos estoblished by ordinonce to heor oppeols
of orders issued under ordinonces, then o person oggrieved by qn order moy
petition for review with this odministrotive body in occordonce with soid

ordinonce. lf no such odministrotive body exists, then the person moy petition o
court for judiciol review of the order.

ARTICTE V. MINIMUM CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

SECTION 20. ADOPTION OF RUTES BY REFERENCE.

t. pursuont to lC 22-13-2-3(b), the rules of the lndiono Fire Prevention ond Building

Sofety Commission os set oui in the following Articles of Title 675 of the lndiono
Administrotive Code ore hereby incorporoted by reference in this code ond sholl

include ony loter omendments to those rules.

(o) Article l3 - Building Codes

(1) Fire ond Building Sofety Stondords.

(2) lndiono Building Code.

(b) Article l4 - Indiono Residentiol Code

(c) Article l6 - lndiono Plumbing Code

(d) Article l7 - lndiono Electricql Code

(e) Article l8 - lndiono Mechonicol Code

(f) Article '19 - lndiono Energy Conservotion Code

(g) Article 20 - lndiono Swimming Pool Code

(h) Article 22 - lndiono Fire Code

(i) Article 24 - Migront Doy Core Nursery Fire Sofety Code

{j) Article 25 - lndiono Fuel Gqs Code

2. Two (2) copies of ihe obove building rules incorporoted by reference ore on file in
the office of the clerk for the legislotive body for public inspection os required by
rc 35-l-5-4.

3. The Building Commissioner ond the Fire Prevention ond Building Sofety
Commission moy gront o vorionce to the fire sofeiy lows ond building lows
odopted in this Building Ordinonce. Pursuont to lC 22-13-2-7(b), o vorionce
gronted by the Building Commissioner is not effective until it hos been opproved
by Fire Preveniion ond Building Sofety Commission.



SECTION 2I. LIFTING DEVICES TOCATED WITHIN A PRIVATE RESIDENCE.

l. Pursuont to lC 22-12-1-22{bl (,l2), lifting devices, such os elevotors ond wheelchoir
lifts, locoted within o privote residence qre not reguloted lifting devices. Therefore,
the following stondords opplicoble to lifting devices locoted within o privote
residence ore incorporoted by reference:

(o) Port 5.3, Privote Residence Elevotors, ANSI/ASME A17..l-2000, Sofety Code for
Elevotors ond Escolotors published by the Americon Society of Mechonicol
Engineers, Three Pork Avenue, New York, New York, '10015.

(b) Port 5.4, Privote Residence lnclined Elevotors, ANSI/ASME A17)-2000, Sofety
Code for Elevotors ond Escolotors published by the Americon Society of
Mechonicol Engineers, Three Pork Avenue, New York, New York, 

.l00.l6.

(c) Section 5, Privote Residence Verticol Plotform Lifts, ASME A18.1o,2001 (Addendo
to ASME 18.1-1999), Sofety Siondord for Plotform ond Stoirwoy Choir Lifts,
published by the Americon Society of Mechonicol Engineers, Three Pork Avenue,
New York, New York 10016.

(d) Section 6, Privote Residence lnclined Plotform Lifts. ASME Al8.lo,200l (Addendo
to ASME 18.1-1999), Sofety Stondord for Plotform ond Stoirwoy Choir Lifts,
published by the Americon Society of Mechonicol Engineers, Three Pork Avenue,
New York, New York 

.l0016.

(e) Section 7, Privote lnclined Stoirwoy Lifts, ASME A18.1o,200.l (Addendo to ASME
l8.l -.I999), Sofety Stondord for Plotform ond Stoirwoy Choir Lifts, published by the
Americon Society of Mechonicol Engineers, Three Pork Avenue, New York, New
York l00l 6.

2. Two {2) copies of the obove lifiing device stqndords incorporoted by reference
ore on file in the office of the clerk for the legislotive body for public inspection os
required by lC 36-l-5-4.

ARTICLE VI. EFFECTIVE DATE

SECTION 22. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Building Ordinonce sholl be in full force ond effeci
beginning on the dote on which both of the following hove occurred:

The Town Council hos odopted this ordinqnce.
The Fire Preveniion ond Building Sofety Commission hos opproved of this
ordinonce os required by lC 22-13-2-5.

t.
2.



possed ond odopted this adoy of (-- u // ,20a7.

TOWN OF IAPAZ, INDIANA

Approved this )'1 eh doy of A, -,, ,'J-
Sofety Commission of the Stqte of lndiqno.

,2007, by the Fire Prevention ond Building

er Ecker, President

: /L /L(L / +L4L,.L2.-Ll
Donno Lichtenborger,

ATTEST BY:

e Horris, Clerk-Treosurer

Choir of Commission

10

Councilmember


